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and laymen were present and deliberated separately
concerning the royal demands (e.g. Council of London,
1225).
With regard to the northern province evidence either
for or against the holding of provincial synods is even
more scanty. Raine, editor of the register of Walter Gray,
speaks of diocesan meetings, though not clearly defining
the term and says c The synod, or the deliberative body of
the diocesan clergy, met during Archbishop Gray's primacy
twice in each year. We have no precise evidence as to its
constituent parts or the subjects to which its attention was
directed, but they were, no doubt, matters of practical
utility in connexion with discipline and work.'J He gives
no reference for this rather vague statement nor have we
been able to discover in the register any examples or
instances of the holding of these half-yearly synods.
Out of all this confusion one point clearly emerges.
The carefully defined provincial synods held annually by
the archbishop for the bishops on the lines laid down by
the Lateran Council do not appear to have been held.
Provincial synods of this sort, had they been mentioned by
the chroniclers, would have been instantly recognizable.
The suggestion that such provincial synods were unob-
trusively held by the bishops when meeting together at
great councils of the king or Church is not a convincing
one. Synods of so canonical a character would have
entailed a greater degree of formality than such occasions
would warrant. There is no mention that such synods
were held, no references to decrees which might have been
issued at them, no trace of them in the bishops* constitu-
tions, and never a hint in any bishop's register that delegates
from these provincial synods yearly toured their dioceses
for the detection and correction of abuses. The first
mention made by any archbishop concerning the holding
of annual provincial councils, as far as we know, was made
by Simon Mepham in a mandate, dated 4 September
1332; calling together a provincial council, he says that
such a council ought to be held once a year, but that he
had been hindered on several occasions from fulfilling his
1 Reg. Walter Gray, Preface, p. xxL

